Luke v,07-0&.

The blesseu Amas festival wWiitn «li 1ts _omy. BnU s, :6uu .l Lav Sgkd. Cowe
and gone.The children nave sul,, Lh€ll Lk ¥ dusbd Calold,wnl we,WNO haVe abbeu
the time of childhood too ke joinea them i 51ngllg BOngs ol happlness ana

praiseBveryWnere tiere wastsigrs ot joy over tne laci thalWiw s Saesou naa
ggein apEATEd Fricrn.dS e d"reletives rememberca each otner witn greetings aua
gifte, portraying the happiness and significance of tne Great event ol tie oirti
ol tne Sav.Even the streets of our city were mkautiiully aeckea wilnh their
well-known XBs gerb of green trees ana decorations.Everywnere tne ligntb were
burring oi. Lh€& Am & trees,which tho many people pelliapd lalleéu LO SEE LuE
Signifticance of the lights,were a symbol of toe truth,thsat aoout 1900 yrs «go
the Lignt ol the Worla msde iis appearance in tne sp aark wala,

nowever ,zs the aays follovwing thies blessea Xugso Se€ast0n Come, LLE flop ¥
£0lighk a6l carols akeik begin to aush.The ilestal gaily wgail Wlbap€als,the
decorations are being removed from the trees cnd homes, In just & IEW DI Ednys
the spirit of Xmee will not only be zore,but Fmes itselt will also oe for-
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gotten.Yee,sudly epuf,it will be iofgﬁff%h bv a grext many people,esecially
&mol., tne rarks ol tlhe unbelievers.Ana it is only anstural thet the unbelievers
priould foget the Amsspeusor ver: quickly,since it h&e 0t hel tne proper
meaniiyg &ra cignificence to bhem.Is it wol true thet to the majoriity OjbEOyle
Xmae is juet anothner dey of feasting and gluttony?le it wnot Lne grestest coi-
cerr. of most every one tnat ap ropriate giits be giver ana recla,not tniiting
at &1l that tne giit recu or given shousa remind Us 0L Lhsl restest & & A
which we have reca from G in tie person of JXK,our “avia D1V 0L Cluse %ﬁserva%ﬂ;za

1ioiist Xmee time will convince us beyonu Uoubt Tiel btals =111 Ol Wwul =

esg is 5row§%§€£;gwéyenr t0o yvear,ana 1t seems 1O neve invaaed'albo'tne_rgnxs
of Xtianity BEut tus "E%wﬁgﬂ'ég‘it should be.To us Xtians tne Xues Iestivd
nse a greater and more lasting mesning. .With us lhere 1smore Lhsu just a tree,
decosaticns,gifts anda outward signs of friendsnipg.We too enjoy LLEDE Tulngs,
put they are there mevely to remird us 0l that greégllsl- iil cna DlEsBlig
which huts e¥ r peen given to manking,remely JA.&l is Wolcn Ln€ Amas
testival n&e worxid in our neurits is and should O w6 Lilg OLE.+T is unot
sufficient that X was born in betnlehem 19G. yre sgo,he wmubt also pe pem i.
you. *Tho X a thousarna iimes i1 Pethlehem wve odrn,li ne's a0t p6en BOra 1u
Tnee, Tner tihnou art still forlorhn."

Since ithe celebratiorn of ine Birthusy ol our Sav nee just passeq,itwll
110W b€ & good time to pause & momentygnd enquire into our relationshiy to X.
And especisly,since this is the last Sundey of this year,it will beé an approp-
riate time to contider wnetner Wk have done justice toc the name wnich you,,
bezr ,Xtian,or disciple of X.1 am taking it for granted-since I nave 1.0 I'8on to
doubt regarding any oné ol you IRXAX¥YoRr &nu pray to G thxt I shall neverfhave——
thet you wre .1l tince.e dn your Atianity ana mooe of serviug G.G iprbid
Lhat it should ever pe otherwise.If tnere spould &% any lime LE &auy OLE We
wiio protesses aiscupleship belore man but ies insincere, B 1 nim Tememer uiat
"Tpe L kroweth them which &.€ nis",You may diceive man, butl not G.butl even a
Xtian may at times ask himselt tne guestion,ls my aiscipleésnlpy bl lne Tight
charscter?What does G re-quire of me &s his follower or aisc?Our T &answers il

THE REQUIREMEIFTE OF DISCIFLESHIP,
1. Willing self-denial
2.0rndiviaed loyaliy.
o. Unilinching stexclaniness,

T.57.58.From thne cricpter fiom windn oul 1 uas webi. Laxken,We 566 Luul o
great multitude of .eople nua beei. iollowing the bSav.Tue majority o1 taucm were
ro Ooubl since.e iin thnelr plans to go with X,altho sBome 01 Lh€m haQ De€L ATEWL
to him out of curiosity thru the miracles waicn X periori€ Q.hé fad miraculous-
ly ted the five thoasand with five IgeNes and twWo Ssme.l libnes.He had cleans-
el & child who had been afflicted with ine aevil.He hadulvo given his 1% aisce
the power ol mirscles,Hszving seer &all of these tnings and naviig nesra the
messuges Which X preachea to tne people,there were gthers toc who wantea to
join the rerks ot the aiscs..i.d 50 it hag.ens tnel & mai comes Lo X and gives
the wonderiu.l promise,d7b.St.Matihe tells us that this msi. wWas a Scripe.

To get ¢ coriesvioi such ws tnis from a Scrive Wai Very remaIkable,sii.ce taETe
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were few religious lesaers wno vere thus mindeu toward the Sav.host of trem
woula haveé nothing to do with him and sought in every 'ay to put X aut ol tae
way,lest he should geain too meny followers and thus I'oo tne Scrives ana Pa of

their religious stending =mQrg vhe peopleé.nowever ,this —crice is VeLy
irienaly towara X,and maes t8fr bold profession that ne woudl pe willin, to r0li~
OW hi. WErever he would ,0.Amd there is no Tewos: Lo belicoe tnsd LOlc Man was
nobL 51nce® in his Ambition ano inténtione.lt koo Woud nave veern & wonderidl
thing if he could have been afle to carr; oul wanl ne ueLe slomises,.out, 10w
the azuswer which X gives him,we see tnaﬁtne manL heu eva8nily Lot tnol lae
metter thru thowughly,and had forgotten or iaileda to se€ that to becone
dieciple of X would necesdte real,geruine selievenial.

1.08.J,the all-knowing G himself,who coule 1ook iLt0 LulC VELY f6wii OL
marn and see hie inrer thotsgew at once tnet ctnis men newa _ive. a nasty Lleuge,
a1 had fziled to court the cost.In daraer itnen Lhal L€ swoould wnot Jjolin tae
rauke of X's followers blinaly &nd in ighOlancé,X iLlolas nlad Tos wilsGlplo-
Shlp necessitates Willine seli-uenizml.And in Jdpressin, tals fact uduon Lhe mad.
X briugs an ex out of eveyduy life.He says,the 1oXes have LOEITr QELS anu wlaCE
ol reiuge,the bireboi ine alr have their roostin, _1&CEE,noWEVEL, Lii& Sou 01
ien is awelling in such earthly POVErty,thnat ne nssn't even g® much =5 &
comiortable pillow upon which he mey lay nis head.And, it this is tine conditiow
ol the liaster,curely the disciples caniot expect anything betier,Twme aisciple-
ship of X Would u€un,Wilting $8.1-Ucnila) Wil TEg8ri wvo sal vy ohanigs aud &
sharing of ik eath royn Kk lade o mum.;%

Xtian fr,in studying t*his text we should not overlook the lessons wiaich
it contains for us.Durigg the past year we have been sailing under the banner
of A's leadership.we have professed his nume and vant to be his discs and
followers.net us the.. a8k ourselves the question,have 1 counted tne costrand,
in what respect nave i1 shared the poverty whnican X took uyon himsell wnen ne
became manvnave .4 really practised wil-ling self-denzal wita r-espect Lo mat-
erial things in order that the work ol the L mightl prosperrand have 1 beeu a
willing woTrker in inhé kingdom of Xvnave I sacrificed time ana money &na eftort
in order that the affairs of our chu:ch might be carried on tu Lne glLosy ol
« and the weilfa.e of our Eneighbory,or have . been one ol those who always
shirks his duty and has, no time 101 the work ol £ When gey true aiscipieshlyp
demenas ol us tnat We,jusT.iy uEserve thec hame WAlch We peul,-Allans-dlscs ol a
i e tals. o reconsiruct our Lives in Sucua manner, thal WE nave Lime 10l a
and nib WOrk,We have uot yel Leazkned Ln€ Lesson ol true aiscipiesnlp ol a.
nemember the words of tne u,"MI any man Wiil cume alies me,iet nlm ALy nim-
zell &and take up hls cross and fo.LoWw me,

dd o
L FUE UQUBCLULIEsNl)D @180 LhCiudes Lrue anu wadiviucud Juyeity ©O Ouir vav,
T.59.60..n these worus of our T tne Lo aSkB another person,saying,“¥ollow -

He 18 ¢zill . g ham Lo become his loyal disciple anud folioWer.And 1% meemd widb
WAe MEN ULUSIwu.uu &l LBBoL i pdd U i Db Suwa b oiieds faor him to becmme Xt’s_
follower.For,he asks X for enuf tme untiﬂhe 20 homead bury ais fatner,It woula
seem to ue that this woula be & very good reason why he snould postpone his
discipleship., However,X,who agin could se€ into his reart,saW also What would
hagg.en in tha. cuse.He saw that this man wWoula come into contact witn ifrienas
and relatives wno would surel4 discourzge him ifrom taking his iutendea stép
and aevote his tim# exXcluseiv to the work ol tn€ L.aa0 lor ithal Ye«so. 4
tells this young man,"Let ihe aeaa bury tune aexa",ie,letl Lue spllitually GEzd
,those who have no interest in X and his work,bury their physiedlly uewa, _
And,he adds,"But go thou &d peach the Kingdom of GYhe should £penc his time iu
& more worth-while marnner,nme¥,by prezhiag the way thru wnich one might be
saved from eternd death,.

From our T we learl. clearly iudi W& ,&i UILCGLIlE Ul «c CWe Lllu wdieaxVaiubao

lowsldty and Ifcithri.ese . Jur atveuldor CLLoEiw uoL e gmameuBiter we will
direct our attentions =Xclusively Lo material %ai:. gl ,L. w18 =T.,8u8€ oL Lae
1vatiop X ®he goul ,er pre Wil o ATLECZ ingi= Ly Lo Jf @ & MWaliia
ctlirgior ithme mply perhading v IV, A YE Lk slu o o AR ) i
GUEET oY Sud Y e ] el he i G € Tveul . = RERL=
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t¢ the L what is rignivly comii, Lo nim%Have 1 followeu niw wnole-nearteulyy

Which inter.stes huve demarded most of our timePHave we ermittea bubiiest ox

lemily interests to deter or hinaer us from serving G as we bnoulu uave?sy

interests are alwaye the most important and should ttiererore receive the tirst

ana greatest attentior.For that ressor tue LJ makes his demsnu so stroin, irom

the man ol our T.If we f&il to follow the L vwith undiviaed attention ana loyal
- - 4 J

ty,we &1t ¥XIAX ShiTkidz cur Xtiavy datw, Teody, "Seef yodicst Yha oivyrdem
and nis righteousness,and .11 these lhir.t shall be added onto you."
Brye disciplezhigrol X LS50 GeRdpcs S e ey M T Los s Ty
10T,

1.,61,.62.% also Spoke to another man regarding his discipleshi, during tne same
time.lhie man seemed willing to goIor he says,"l will follow thee",but he
elso makes & reguest of the L beiore ne wisnes totake up his aisciplesnip.He
wanted to bid farewell to those whom nhe shoula nave to leave penind.Again,to
us it BEEmS & fair request.however,A gives him & very H€VEr wubwer.v,tc. lu
other wwdsk 1%”" r greatest interest is in the tnirngs at your home,you cannot
serve me to the best of your ability.His discipleship should be unconaitional.
Ee was rnot yet fully decided whether he coula give up his home tor the cervice
of X,

The example whicn X gives him is one out of everyaay lil€.n€ &ays,tnat il
a mun goes into the field to plow,he must concentraie nis efiarte upoun nis
work,and cannot be looking back at other things cuntinuously.li he aced tnat,
his iuvorw will be very crooked, and the work will be umnsatisfactory.lor that
rezson also with regards serving X,there should be prompt and quick Qecision,
accompanied with unfliend: ing steadfasiness,.

The ex of our T is a picture of many people today,iney woula like to he-
come followers of X,feel favorably inclired toward the church,and yet,they
feel that the break will be too great,and xXkak fear that they will perhaps
be zeked to deny ®% themselves some of the worldly pleasures which they had
irdulged in before,First they wish to satisf-y all of thedr human and earthly
intersys,and then,if time permits,and things are as tlsy shoula like them,
they will give a momente time to X and their sp needs.burely,they are uniit
for true discipleship with X

As this year is drewin,-to & close,place the guesiion squarely oeiolre you
and answer it to your G, ,Have I renderea faithtul service unto my G%Have 1
b-een cons=tant and steadfast ir caring for my sculs el weliarerhememoer,we
simply cannet serve two masters,May G fill us all with Zeal and tn€ kuowleage
of true discipleship,so that we may all follow H-im & it becomes & true chila
of G.



