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By the grace ana providenee of our G we EX® were permittea to commemor-
ate the 418th anniversary of the Great Reformation festival only a ien days
ago.Mere than four centuries have elapsed since that chosen vessel of G,Dr.
M.,Luther, nailed his well known 95 theses or seutences against tne Castle door
at Wittenberg.This act of the great reformer brot about xrest cnanges,botn
in a religious and also poljtical way.With regards to religiown, We might right*
ly say that it was the act}w'ich has given us the bles¥iTgs Which We are en-
joying today in the form of religious liwerty,and freedom of sonsciernce to
worwhip our G as we wish,It was this act of Dr.M.Luther which again kestored
the religion-and religious tenets as they were taught in tne OT,and 68, cially
as they were provlaimed by the greeatest of all religious teachers, X ninmself.
gecam e Luther had the stamina or courage to opeuly rebuke the ial e teackh-
ings as they were being practised in his day and sge,because he was bold enuf
to stand up for what he knew to be the right tedhing from the W of G, there-
fore you have the privielge to it at tanis pulpit this morning,and hear the
W of G proclaimd to you thru the mouth of His servant, in all its truth and
putity.You are furthermore,also,permitted to use the ®acs,the Sac of the L

Suppe§ and that of *oly Baptism purely,and as they were instituted by X
himself.

Hovever,the Reformation also brot about great changes in the politi
and social sphere.Let—us—rote-brei—fly a fewof trese,ln many respects we
you and I are enjoying meny privileges to be living just at tnis time.Our
eyes are privileges to witness scenes that eyes in tormer gere rations have
not =een,nor ever thot of seeing.*nink ot the wonderful inaustrial progrexs
whicn has been made during the past 400 years.lhink oI the astounding progress
which hat been made in the field of science,the rapia means oi communication
and transportation wirich has been established Lor only & suort time.Aua so
there has been progress in every line of h.man endeaver.

Again,when thinking of the reformation,we th.uk of now the politisal
complexion of the world has changea gAr£g during this time.lnosé“mAEttons
which ranked first in power theu are merely seconaary toozy.Tneir torm ol
g0ov't has been changed,treir ideuls nave taken new lorm.Taneir woae ol liviug
and ambitions are di 1ferent.Educational facilities nave €come much grester
than ever before.It is simyly astonishing when We resu now ignhOr&anlt «na ill-
iterate the people were at tne time of Luther.Only few were able to rewu and
write,and even among the clergy,such who saoula have nad & comparatively
gooa knowledge of cecular as well as theological things,we find that their
knowledge was o meager that they did not even know the Lds Prayer or the ten
Com of G,whose teachings they were trying to impart to the peo.le.The resulti
of ~uch ignorance is surely evident to 2ll.in contrast to those conditious,
think oi the educational facilities which we a.e enjoying today.Surely a
marked difference.

Oiher grext aavantages wnich we &a€ enjoying 100ay wnicn WEre ULKLOWL
petore the time of ine .reat reformation are such as freeaom oi thot,lreedom
oif conscience,ireeaom of speech,oi wress,of govt,oif worsnipy;in faci,cvery
advantage of soc.al,moral and religious elevation.Toaany we look upou «ll i
these xXHixgE bleesings as gg;;ﬁgé%gggt, gince we nave olways haa voem ,but
four hundred years &go such priviléges were unuéara of.And to wWnoa,unaer G,
do we owe these great blessings and advantages which we are enjoylig SO
graciously today?Xtien fr,these advantages are the result ol that great
movement which was brot z=bout in the sixteenth century by & Lhru his cnosSeun
ﬁs%sgﬁ,gr.m.%gth%r.wge gil haye their beg inning in tae neforummtion.lne

oflation Was lre act which freed Lhe enslavea ,eo,.le Irom tu€ Ietters

a?d bords of popery.dn joyiul commemoration of tnis blessea imct tue Xtians
haye igr mapy years deaicatea_a epeciul service g in wnich taey raise taeir
Io;:: gﬁozgigglengss and“pra%se for all taue plessings and venetits wu.cn tne

] porn them.the great Day on whnich the Heformstion made its pe-
glnping was 00?.31,151?.We have chosen tnis Sunday in wnicn we wish to
gzilistgeigrbﬁiihgleb51ggs,pecause i? is the sunday between tae Day of Hef

&y,which falls on ¥ov.10, or next Wed.In view of these teo
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Lutneran Holidsys,and on the besis on tue words of our Textl,permit me to syesk
to you briefly this morning on the topic,

1.A fen of thel%feggﬁﬁésﬁggoggégfogsU@ﬁé”%%%ﬁlz‘

<.What we oWe our ¢ for tnese blessings,

T.}.E.lp the words of our 1 the Psalmist is calling, upon hissoul to bless
aqd praise the pname of tune I, for all the benefi.e which ne has received from
hl§ G:Ana whichh were some o1 these blessings which Lavwid, that man of @ WaS
enjoying.He Gnumersies some of tnem in tne 1illowing Yerses,d-u.Forgiveness
of sins,he i ing’0f the diseases,szlvation from tae bonds of &t Gestruction,
yes,all that was good he receivea from his L.ana tonereiore n€ exnorte nis owy
soul,-Bless tne L O my soul ana forget not &ll his benerits." Ynese SamLé Wordab
of the Pealmist shoula be our confession on this festival aday.we too snould
#ay to our soul,v.1l.2.And which are some of the great blessings which we are
enjoying as the result of the Great Reformation of 15179

Fo doubt,the greates t of all tae plessings whnicn we are enjoying toaay,
the one which perhays takes in the greutest territory is tuis.The Helormation
has Qut tng BIBLE,that book ol books, into tneé pznas ana nous e o1 tuae ueople.
At first taot this may seen 1o be a stirange Statement,and yel we must L emem-
ber tuat at the time of the Keformation 414 years &go,tne bible was selaom
teen and never read by the common peogle,.ihe Bibles were storea awey, Y6, I1ast-
€i.€d Lo chains in tne libraries of the Uniiversities and nigner schools ot
learning.And there seem to have been various reasons for this.lu tae first
place,tne Bible had not yet appeared in the language of the common Deople,
it was found only in the Hebrew and Ar:mzic, the Greek and the Latin languages.,
That of cource,excluded the common class of people fram reading it,Theun,too,
tne Bible was a very costly book,a book which a man of ordinary @ ans was un-
able to purchase.But one .f the great®st reasons why tue oible Was hidaen
away S0 securely frow ihe people,was aue to the tact that the highest author-
ity in the church,the Pogpe,had forbiaden ine people to read the Sc.buch were
the conditions before the Reformation.Compare that wiith tae blessin.s wWhicn
We are enjoying in our own home and church today.the Bible nas beei tra.slateq
in nearly every known tOngu€ or language. it is Lot 50 coslly tuat tmnere is
an eXcuse for it to be found in eévery nome.A small coin will purchase & copy
o1 the Sc¢r,and there are Bible ~ocieties who are willing to suppiy any one wit
& Bible who is unable to afford cne himself.That whichi was ouce so0 tigntly
concealed and closed is today unsezldeu anda open,thnere is only on€ iaci whnich
is to be lamented in this connection,namely,tnat 1 fear tnere is pernays as
much dust to be founa upon iLhe covers of the sibles as Laere «as in t.obe
Gaye.Unly a few monihs axo a young man wWho is preparing nimseli 1or tae L2
ministry in the putheran church, canvassed our city witn Sibles.ne laporea 55
aays wWithout placing & singl¢ Bible in any nome,thoSe Who alresay possessea
this grezt heavenly treasure,rRE BisLw,would answer him,"we uave & bible,tho
we never use itr,while those who 0id not have it would simply say,we have no
use for the book." Surely a lamentable tact that the people of today do not
recognise what blessirgs our G has bestowed upon us by giving us the 31b1e__
in our own language.,Xtian fr,when did you last use you Blb%&?Are you igrioring
ine blessings which ¢ has bestowed upon us &s tne result of the great Hef of
1517 .lhat is a matte: wWhich you Will have to se ttle witn your G. o

there is &nother great bie ssing wnich we should not overlook just at tal
time.rne Reformation has put away all humsn mediafors between G and man and @
nas again openea the floor of apyroacn to u-airectly.we spoula £1Y€ tnemotngr
#ary due honor and praise,nowever,y nimselt 8lrictly iforbids taat Wwe Worsalp
her,or call upon her or any one else to interceae ior us belore tune turoue
o1 ¢.We shoula ao that dairectly witn our G.Or think ol the otner great evil
which the Reformstion overcame,that which first prompted Luther to offer
opposition against the teachings ol the caurch &t tnat time.roe people were
able to purchace or buy their 1ot of forgiveness ol sius® ior & bit of filtgy
lucre.v how dreadful-and that should be callec Xtianigy:xyat is surely
putting aside the teachings of the H SYr waicn says,"beElieve on tue LJi auna
thou shalt be savew, ;

of this Herormation.
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d ,gtherr%reat blestinge wnich o hard in nana wiln tne 1irest one mentioned
%21 wflgg wWe wijil bg able to spea of rvery brietly toaay are tnese.Thru tune

o 17 Luther wgain re-tored the preadhiing ol tue Gos anu the sQmipis-
gratzqn ol the Sacs"to the people acc to Xt's institution.He tunereby slso
ehowed the clergy thst the Bible was the rule snd norm ol &11 rel questions,
aud that all the man-made lawe need rot be obéyed as tne W _of G.Therepy tne
despotic hierarchy,the priesthood,was overturown and theNgovErnment of the
church was again restored to the proper glace,the congregation of believers,
And g0 we could continue for s long vhile to erumerate the bleesings of the
Reformatior of 1517,however,time does not permit us to do so.In every form of
human activity we feel the impluse and the throb of this great religious
movement. 1t has changed the current of humean atfairs,it has caused mern to
think,&act,and speak gifferently, in short, it has puriiied the church.Evern the
Romar, burch ought to thark Luther for what he hze done,since tpday,the Homan
Catholic church, especially where it labors side by siae with the Protestants,
ie ifarced to be & better Church, ic forcea to teach mae L¢ doctrines taan it
did before the Reformation.Ihe resulis are evident,~more wouls are comfortea
than before,

For all oi these blessiigs we are greatly in debt to the L,our G.auu Waat
do we owe him for all of these blessings.?

II.

T.1.2.the wWorde of *~avia shoula be our confession also.we too sSunoula
bless & for all his benefite toward us,ior bavirg given Lutner the courage
and undestanding oi the HSer,sc that he YWould be able to bring zbout tois
Ref.Let us be on our guard that we ao not begin to give Luther too much creait
for his labors.He deserves mud praise,but vwe dare never forset that it was
our G who gave him the povwer te carry on his work, It was G Who £8Y€ nim toe
understanding and intelligence to do what he did,For Lhat reason tone hiclest
preise belon.s to G,

But our ¥ does rot only remind us to be instant in our praises and bless-
ings to G -for what he has done,it also syas,"And lorget not his benefits,

We should not forget immedistely what G has done for ue ,This warning is

ecpecially applicable also to ue NT Xtians.¥We are enjoying blessingd whicn

our forefathere have Lot been privéleged .o enjoy.we have ine Bible,have

the ojportunity Lo worship G ac our conscience aiciates However,ao We alWways

remein mindful of them.Does it not sometimes occ.rr thnat ever We,Wno Lave &0

many blessings, begin to Iorget thewm,enatake itnem all 1or bell eylaenn?ﬁor .
that reacon Lhe Warning &leo goes out to us,"Forget not all nis CELEILuel,

G grant thet we all will ever be minaiul ol tné blesbiies wi.Cn G Bav
bestoved up n us thru the Ref of 1517,ana that ve will couStantly blesx him
for them all,never forgetiing all his benefits. Wo this end hely us,dear
heavenly Father,

AMNEN.



