Texts:Matth.26,21.20., John 13,27. Luke <22,5-6.48, aatth.zu,47-50.27,5-0.

There are many words wnicn We usSe in €Very day SpeEech, ~u0SE€ i€ alllly May
fgiﬁ%éﬁy be detected by their sound.Words Wuich e€xpréss® wWickeu conauct,or some=-

thing evil,carry with tnem a ®wicked,or at least an‘UXcomlortaole souna,Taink
ior example ol the word,thief,perjurer, adulterer,ana murderer.However taere
are few words Which carry with them such repulsive souwnd,anc convepy suct dis-
pusting thot as the word -traitor.

A traitoris one who betrays the confidence or the trust whkich is placed in
him.There are todsy alsgo all kinas of traitors.lraitors to individual frieras,
tradtors to the family circle,tradtorsto the state and gov't,traitors to G amt
his church.In studyirg the history of our country,we learned to kncew a men
who was a traitor to his country,Beneaict Arrnold.Ana his name already rem.nds
us of evil,cowzrdly acts. However, the prince of traitors,ii we may imagine
such, is the one who is mentioned in our T andwhom we wish to consider this
evenirg-Judas Iscariet,The Evangelisis give us very briei,yet interesting
gescriptions of him.bLet us then airect our attentiou to tais subject 1n our
tirst lLenten service of biographies,

JUDAG ,THE APOSTLE TUKHED THAITOR.

1.The developement of the treachery in his soul.

2. The sct of betrayal itselfl,

5.Tue reward of Judas'! tre achery.

Very little is known of the early lite of Judas,ue know Lozt ne Wab tne
only Ap from Judea,and that h tatners name was Simon.Jesus himse€ll caose
Judas to be his Ap,,inscite of the fFact tnat he kuew Wawl the Iinal oulcoue
would be, And yet,tnis very fazct t hat J chose Judas as his follower,sivee us
eviuence that he alsc had his good qualities.X szw ine possibilities to muke
& stroug &nd noble character out of him.0 what wonaerful opyortunity is nere
offered to Judaz.he is placedunder the continual influence of X and the other
disciples.Yes,and thruout his entire ministry A directed gpecial appeals,and
gpecial warnings against the sin which had begun to rule heart.Surely the
consciernce of Judas must huve accused him When X uttered statements such as:
"A man's life consisteth not in the abuundance of things he possesseth",.or,
"Take need ana beware of covetousness." T ] & S B2 '
fe—a—heart where the thot ci-weridlimess thed Gevomé supreme.No doubt at tue
time of his call Judas was minded to follow X faithfully.But ne did not watch
&na pray.

So wher thinking of Juaas,we shoule not forget that it 1s swido il nim
thet he was also of the number of the twelve.ky fr,Lrere is & serlous lescon
in this fzet for us all.We shoula not gain the impression tant AX we.cly a
formal or outward relationship to X or his church is sutfieient to salv. mer617
because our name appears in the church register,or merely because We are
actively engaged in some church wWork does not guarentee salv to_us.Judas too
vas a disc of X,belonged to tne group outwardly,pet nis neart was far from X
And so With us too,unless We have a living relationship to thnis living &,we
canrnot e€xgect to be saved. L

Our T tells us that Satal asd eniered into Juuas!iTne $in ol COVELOURNESS
haa begun to rule his neart.Already whei Nary ancintea ithe dav al belaauy,We
tind that it was Judas who began to object.He was aeeirous to haveé taal money
which she had spent for the costly omntment.and gradualiy this Sin beécame more
gnd mor: firmly rooted in his hearf,so taxt finally Juaas Was complelely unaer
the rule of the prince of darkness.Bis covetousness led to hypocrisy,it led
him into bad company,and it finaliy ended with betrayal.

0 how often hzaJ warned Judas against the sins which had poswessed his
neart.Ever shortly before the dreadful betrayal tock place,X saia to his discy

“One of you shzll betray me".Judas,like struck with & thunderbolt, immediately
asks %piltily,“ls it I"? And X apswers him ,thus again warning him,"Thou hast ’
521d"¥So the eniife& £tory of the life of Judas shoula Serve as a serious warnit
for us &gll. 1t sﬁoula teach us to beware ¢i the beginniugs of ain.now often do
we not commit a sin,seemingly very insignifticart &t first,sana wWoat is Lne Ie-
sult?0ne sin follows another,gracuzlly we are being Gomingteéa by S1i,a&uG Linay




2.
Zfigﬁg g;gz ;:g;g:tgn: stag? WanF the.w of G and all its Warnings have no
R il ? yer.O‘k??QpaWay_irom those small Deginnings.Whern temp-
et bé lgd B betr“mbe vesétuxn qwiy irom them,lest LPatan €nSrnire you aund you
falleth, "into ik gy your nav.¥Yes,"Let him that staudetn take heed lesdi ne
: 1€ pit of sin and thelsnare of Satal.

After J naa Warned Juaas against tne areamatul crime waicn he Was planning
Judzs left the hall where the disc were eating tneir pussover.he immealately
set out for the abdde of the enemies of X,with thnis thot uppermost in nis mind
BETRAYAL.And was Judas welcome among the chief priests?liost assuredly he was,
OurT tells us that they were glad for the 0ppPOTtunity and supgort wnicn Judas
wae ofiferirg them,and promised to gey him the large sum of o0 pieces of silver
for theact.After the agreement is Tezchea petween tae nhigef .riests ana tpne
;raitor,they,with 4 number ol soldiers ana enemies 0i A 6L out L0 Se€iZe tTue

or. of G.

Durijg thie time J ana the icithful eleven had lefi toe nall and wWandereu
intc the Gardern oi (ethsemane. We are zll well awWare oi the aresaful siege
which our Sagv passed thru irn the Garder, How fervertly he prayed to his heaven
ly Father that the cup of his sufferirg might be removed.Q the anxiety of his
soul.We are told that he sweat drops of blood,and that the angel of G had to
come and strengthen him.And vh ile J was here prayiuag the,at one timegdisciple
wag schemirg age inet his Masger,secretiy plan: ng to place X into the h%8ds of
the enemy. e AR

Now after thehvictory was won in the sul of J,he arose,took hie discs
With him srd went fortn to meet Judas with his gathering of high priests and
followers.X knew zll the time wWhat Wa: gojng on among nis coné pirors,he knew
what he Wae going to mecet with thnie very nite,but yet,he calm¥yy vwent out to
meet his enemies,having b een strengtnened by an ange 1 o0r G.a 2u.d 0is El haa
hardly left the Garden of Gethsemane vgen they met tne multituGes, who Were
they,whet was their purpose? Whom Wwere they seeking =t this hour ot tne nite?
Who should be prowling about with sworde aznd staves arnd burhiing torchestX ana
his faithful discs continue their journey directly towara this mobLo,there is
Judas at the neau of the mob. He is arxiously S®Enlooking moout to see J.in
order that heuight betiay him into the hends of the enemy.

Buﬂpow were the enemies of X to recognize X,hevw euoulu tuby xnow uim Iroa
theRthb-es the aisc?Notice now shrewdly everything hza peen planiiew.Juass naa
tola tuem that theée one whom newcula kisg-that is He. Ana¢;~ebently,3uaab
steps gp to X and greets nim with the worde,Bail,Master,sraq kissea nim,lne
aresaful, covardly act had been performed.Juuas had betrayea his Master,aina
consider the mxaEEs menner in which he hau done so.He betrayed pis L with a kis

) éﬁ_iha$—time #He kiss was the customary expreseiorn of kindriess &na friendship.

“wFriends would always greet each other with & k.ss.And now Judas uses this

© token of dearest friendship to carry out his dreadful plan of treacunery,be-
trayal.*here were perhaps seversl ressons wny Judsas chose this way of betrayal
In the first place,X should not suspicion anyhing evil,but 1 believe the
grestest resson was this,In order that his conscience mignht be perfectly
guieted,that the last bit cf protest mighﬁ?e overcome,ne greeted his iiaster
with the usuzl sign of frierdship ana reverence.lthub he woula leaa nimself to
believe that pdscrime wWas net s¢ bad witer all. _

Judas betrayed X with a kiss,.,And Whaet ne perea?line anxlous €uemics at
once laid hold on him to capture him.But X £§££ once mere snow4forih & ray of
his divine power.When he spoke to them,Whom seek ye?They answered,J of Naz.Ana
X answered them I am He.Hawving spokern tle se words,the multituces tell back to
the ground,utterly helpless .X might have escapea,but rno,willingly he wes xoing
to bear the load %wnich G had placed upon him tor us.Ana wnen the aisces want
to aefend their Master by force,he commanus tiem to pul away Luelr swora,lor
if he should be in neea of assistance,be coulda ca 1 Ior legione of augels to
aia him.,We see then that willingly he gives hims €ll intc uie hande oI nis
enemies. And the multitud:s begin to lead him away ab & captive,liorsaken oy
all his disc. X is capiive @ tne result oif Judas' betrayal.

We zre all ready to condemn and juage Judss for his act.but =top.In



W ity s Lo fromm Abas foitls, e
Judas is reflected yo ur Very neture.ldscariets sin Was a humsn Tratner tuan a
mere.personal 8in.0 fr,ir cusideérirg you T P&ST lile,Wno can say honestly, 1
am 8o much better than this Judss .Have yo. zlways stood Up in deience of your
religious conviwtions wWhen the danger presented itsell,th at the name ot your
L might suffer shume from the mouth of & scoffer?0r have you &always kept your
¥tianity quiet and to yourself?Are vou one of those,who when asle d to do o me-
thing for X,have only criticm to offer about this or that,yet yourself fail
to take hold &and help.What else is that than a treacunerous betrayal of your L9
Let us &l11,before Conaeming Judas or any ori€,lor ihal matter,search our hezrt
diligently to see whether we &re perhs s notkjust &b bad &5 he.Tho our betrzyal
may not be ze eviacnt as his,yet to weny X if, w ora or deea is betrayzl.and,
"Let ham that standeth,watcen ana pfay that ne may not fallalso,"®

What was reward o: Judss'! treacnery%®

I11.

J was finally condemned to die or. the cross.Juass nau nsara AN SE€€, WhED
had happend to Eim whom hehad betrayea.Suduenly L€ Wab oVercome€ py Lriei.he
Low felt soriy for the evil Which haa peisllen the | as tue result o1 nis act,
Eowever, it was Lot true Contriticn ol tTae nesitl.he wab LOLV S0XTYy OVEr TLu€ din
¥onich he ned committea Lot mes ely sorry over the resulu ¢I his Sin.4nq wre g
Goes Juddés do%He =t once returre to the chiet pL1€ols &Ld brot pack nic ille
gotten gain.¥hern he nad apgeared before tuese wmen tne 1irst time,ne nza seeq
only the glitter of th coins. It nad blirued his mina ana Bonecience,Now the
Same morey Wwas burning in hie hends, the very gingle ol it put him in wina of
the dreadful =K® result of his cowardly act,He casis the sUpieces away and yet
fi nds no pecce of coul znd corsclience, And fr,in that not the effect wnicn we
EXperience with sir.Yes,tho our £ins be forgivern,the m rks and result of sip
Teémsine nevertheless.Sin is ae 4 neil driver. into a L08t.You muy r.move the
nail,and £till B®eEx the hole wWhich it maae,

Judes cast the ¢ plecee of silver eWay cna saia,™]l nave Detrayea imnocenn
blood,."0 what wonaeriul testimory . Remehmber Lhatl Judas haa been witn J for o
yre,thaet he had seern nim i Privete sund gublic,nsa nearu all nis adionitions,
knew him better than &Iy one,and he €Xclaims ,He is innocent.ourely to€le @ gla
be nostronger teetimony for our Lav thar, 15, L. 00kt s BLOUL, but Jutes Iipas
Lo sympathy from hisfellow conspirors.rlhey unswer him"iwhat it that to usbee
thou to that,® EFr,that is the sinners usual exgperience.lTne Worild tem.te us
toc sin.As Soon,however,as our cortcience &Ccuse us and We call out in aes pair,
1 heve sinned,the entire world dbout us rejoicer anu calls out,what is that
to us?If Judas had at thic time,returrea to nis DLV,WhHom € Knew woulw nelg,
i1 he like Peter,woula heve Wepl bitter tears oi remorse over uls wlis,ne too
would heve eXperienced tne unénding love of X, but dvercome by agspair,ne
£0ES &Way and hangs himself.His Sine,which had such smsll beginnings,naa
aeetiroyed his fsitkh in X,and he takes the life wWucin e naa receivea irom G,
Ara when he haa harnged himsglf,he bﬁfst ﬁﬁuﬁgﬁfnﬁﬁw@ne miast,and all nis .
bowels gutheaout.What drezdful end ? nﬁ”%ﬁ??uecause i€ VWoula not regent o1 nis
Sir.His sin did not condemrn him,his impenitence was the cause of h$é et damn.
He Woulunot repent.¥r,let us learr our ®eson from this ex of Judss . You cannot
think too blackly of your sin,but yocu may think t oo €xc.usively of them thut
they too wil drive you to aeapair azx wasd Lhe cace wits Juda:. But leary azlso
theother grester lesson, There is no ein which the LJ will not iorgive you
if you ®ill but come to him and ask him for forgiveness, 0 cant yourseli tuen
into theé outstretched arme of your €wer loving Lav,Wn. nas boUsht you with iune
price ot nie own blood, =0 toat your eine may be forever lorgiven.Cast all youm
carec upon him,for ne caretn for you,
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